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Welcome to the second to last Pony Express for 2018. The days are getting 
longer, fine days are outnumbering rainy days and we are hurtling head long 
into the festive season. 
 
This edition comes to you from the sunny city of Napier. Sitting here staring 
out across the endless expanse of the Pacific Ocean, I am of course here for 
the 39th Annual Mustang Convention, this year hosted by our friends from 
the Manawatu Mustang Owners Club. It is events like convention that really 
bring home to me the value of my AMOC membership; 4 days away with 
fantastic people, some who I see quite regularly, a number not, and of 
course many new people from other clubs. Of course convention also     
provided me the opportunity to catch up with a number of AMOC’ers who in 
more recent times have left the hustle and bustle of Auckland in search of a 
more relaxed lifestyle in the Bay of Plenty.  
 
In this edition, we bring you coverage of convention of course as well as              
September’s private collection run, Steve Philips’ ’73 Mustang Convertible 
rebuild and more.  
 
This month’s cover shot is Ken and Trish Smith’s stunning, convention class 
winning 1967 Fastback. 
 
Remember don’t be shy feel free to write in if you have news, stories, items 
of interest or photos of recent runs that you may have partaken in. Who 
knows, you just might get published. 
 
Wishing you the best in health. 
 

Mike & Cass 

Stable Talk 
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A Word from the President 
Welcome to the September/October edition of the 
Pony Express and thanks once again Michael and 
Cass who put in many hours making sure that our 
club   magazine is of a consistently high quality. 
 
Spring and Daylight Saving are well and truly upon 
us, complete with the unpredictable weather, but 
most importantly those precious extra hours of 
daylight each day, which of course means          
opportunities to sort out properties, enjoy        
barbecue dinners with family and friends and 
above all else get out and about in our cars.  
 
As I write this article looking out the window its 
great to see green paddocks with lush pasture, 
happy cows with new seasons calves at foot.    
Calving this year is a bit later than in previous years 
necessitated as a result of Diane and I having a      
3-week break in Texas through much of August 
and my preference to not have cows calving while 
I’m not around, just in case there are any “issues”.  
 
Our trip to Texas came out of initially me seeing on 
FaceBook one morning that Jeff Lynne’s ELO were 
touring, but unfortunately not to New Zealand or 
Australia (typical) but fairly extensively through the 
US.  
 
So with a significant amount of “selling” on my 
part to the boss (read Diane) the planned trip we 
had talked about making to Texas took shape from 
there.  By the way for those of you who are ELO 
fans of old, I can    assure it is up there with the 
very best concerts we have ever attended, so much 
so that had it worked with our schedule Diane and 
I would have found a away to catch them again in 
Dallas. 
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Our road trip took us from Houston, to San Antonio, Austin and Fort Worth/Dallas 
and then back to Houston to fly home. All I will say is my love of spending time in 
the US was once again rekindled, as was my love of Barbecue (US Style). 
 
We covered just short of 2400 Kilometers over 3 weeks, the total cost of petrol for 
the whole journey being $149 USD. Allowing for exchange rates we spent just 
over $200 NZD on petrol for our whole round trip. If only we were paying those 
sorts of prices back here at home!!!! 
 
Speaking of Road Trips, it was so good to do the drive to the National Convention 
in Napier over Labour Weekend. We were blessed with beautiful weather for the 
whole weekend, Napier of course was its usual beautiful self and the Manawatu 
Mustang owners Club are to be seriously commended for providing a wonderful 
weekend and event for all those who attended.  
 
Thank you to all those club members, who travelled to Napier, and in particular a 
huge thank you and well done to all of our winners and place getters in the       
Saturday Car Show. As you will see later in this edition our club seriously cleaned 
up the car show awards.  We thankfully avoided winning the Push and Grunt     
Trophy, Taranaki had the pleasure of having to lug that award home, but we did 
pick up the “Best Participating Club at National Convention” Cup.  
 
In many ways I consider this a “coming home” for the cup, given that it was our 
club who donated it ahead of the 1990 Convention. The club has previously held 
the trophy in 1991, 2001, 2004, 2007 and 2011.  
 
Next years Convention is being hosted by Waikato Mustang Owners Club and will 
again take place over Labour Weekend. I would like to think that given the event 
is right on our doorstep we have the opportunity to defend the trophy and for the 
first time in the trophies history have our clubs name on there for consecutive 
years.  
 
For those who are followers of Supercars hasn’t this season been an exciting one! 
The closeness of the racing across the field, the emergence of some bright young 
talent pushing the older well known names very hard and coming down to a finale 
in Newcastle with two New Zealanders fighting it out for the title in the classic 
Ford/Holden fight. Thankfully the sorrow at saying farewell to the venerable     
Falcon has been tempered by the announcement that we will see Mustang taking 
the battle to the field in 2019.  
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Christmas is just around the corner and of 
course that means that the biggest annual 
event on the clubs events timetable is also just 
around the corner, the North Harbour Ford 
Christmas Party. Remember we need to know 
numbers of adults and children attending and 
details about the children who are under 10 
years old and younger as Santa will be in at-
tendance with gifts for them no later than 16

th
 

November.  
 
Sadly our Santa of many many years is retiring 
after this event and on behalf of the club thank 
you for being such an enormous and hugely 
valuable part of our clubs annual Christmas    
Party. The care and dedication that you have 
put into the event over so many years is      
legendary. Without a doubt our future Santa 
has huge boots.  
 
This will also be a first for many years that 
Lance Jerkovich wont isn’t providing Santa             
transportation services on the day as a          
consequence of his joining the exodus of many 
longstanding members from Auckland. Lance 
on behalf of the club thank you for your help 
over many years with this important function. If 
you have a convertible, and would be interest-
ed in taking up this role please let me know 
and we can talk over the logistics of the role. 
 
Thank you to Ashley Sim for organising the visit 
of Tony and Anthony Marsh to our November 
Club Night. Your committee is very keen to see 
that we have more frequent guest speakers at 
club nights so please if you have ideas,        
contacts or you yourself would like to speak 
make it known to any of the committee. 
 
Finally a personal thank you to those club    
members who sponsored me and wished me 
well for the Auckland Half Marathon. I had 
great pleasure in transferring $1,350 towards 
our good friend David Seymour’s goal of 
$2500. 
 

Tony 



7 

 

Month 
2018 / 2019 
Club Nights 

2018 / 2019 Events 

November 7
th

 Club Night 

  17
th 

Private Collection Run 

  18
th 

USA Day NZ Warbirds Association 

  25th Maungaturoto Car & Bike 

December 5
th

 Club Night 

  9
th

 Xmas BBQ Ambury Farm (TBC) 

  15
th 

Christmas Lights 

February‘19 6
th

 Club Night BBQ 

  10
th 

Visit to private collection 

March ‘19 6
th

 Club Night 

  8
th 

- 10
th

 AMOC Weekend Away 

Event Calendar 2018 / 2019 
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Product Price Comment 

Nitro Shirt Mens  $       55.00  

Standard Embrodiery (Club 
Emblem on Front) Pony on 
Rear 

Nitro Shirt Ladies  $       55.00  

Nitro Contrast Panel Jacket  $     100.00  

Flash Polo (Mens)  $       40.00  

Flash Polo (Ladies)  $       40.00  

Flash Polo (Kids)  $       40.00  

Vibe T Shirt Round Neck (Ladies Only)  $       35.00  
Standard Screen Print (Club 
Emblem on Front) Pony on the 
Rear Vibe T Shirt V Neck (Ladies Only)  $       35.00  

Fleece Vest (Mens)  $       50.00  
Standard Embrodiery (Club 
Emblem on Front) Pony on 
Rear Fleece Vest (Ladies)   $       50.00  

Dri Gear Spliced Zenith Tee (Kids)  $       35.00  

Standard Screen Print (Club 
Emblem on Front) Pony on the 
Rear 

Dri Gear Spliced Zenith Tee (Adults)  $       35.00  

Dri Gear Raglan Tee (Mens)  $       35.00  

Dri Gear Raglan Tee (Ladies)  $       35.00  

Glacier Puffa Jacket  $     100.00  
Standard Embrodiery (Club 
Emblem on Front) Pony on 
Rear Frontier Puffa Vest  $       55.00  

Nitro Sports Caps  $       20.00  
Standard Embrodiery (Club 
Emblem on Front)  

      

Extra's Price Comment 

Extra Embroidery Front or Rear (Small)  $         5.00  Same size as the standard club 
Logo 

Extra Embroidery Front or Rear (Large)  $       10.00  

AMOC 2018 Apparel 
To place an order, contact Margaret Mudgway at 0272019918  
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GLACIER PUFFA JACKET FRONTIER PUFFA VEST 

DRI GEAR PLAIN TEE 

DRI GEAR SPLICED    
ZENITH TEE 

FLASH SNAG RESISTANT 
BIZ COOL POLO 

MICROFLEECE PLAIN 
VEST 

V NECK COTTON 
STRETCH TEE 

VIBE COTTON STRETCH TEE 

NITRO CONTRAST  
PANEL SHIRT 

NITRO CONTRAST  PANEL 
JACKET 
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Wild Wheels Day at Motat 
3 September  

AMOC Supporting the Annual Fathers’ Day  Celebration 

Thanks to Dianna Bang for the photos and Darryl-Anne Lynn for the write-up 

The day began early for some of us in  
Beachlands. 
 
At 8am and with rain threatening we joined 
some other  local AMOC members and  made 
our way to the meeting place near Motat. 
 
The cry had gone out a few weeks before about 
this Father’s Day event.  At first the numbers 
had been few, but on the day ten  beautiful 
Mustangs stood proud, ready to wow the Public 
and especially the dads at Motat . 
 
We made a colourful sight as we convoyed to 
Motat, and I believe once we lined up that our 
display was the most prolific and impressive. 
Unfortunately the rain didn’t hold off, but there 
was plenty to do. We rode the trams, viewed 
the aeroplanes, enjoyed the café and the many 
exhibits, along with a small display of minis and 
Ferraris.   
 
All of this was complimentary, along with a free 
beer, wine or soft drink so the day passed 
quickly.  

There were plenty of opportunities to chat to the public who seemed to enjoy our 
display immensely.  One lady stating that seeing the cars and especially our ‘65  
Fastback had made her day. 
 
The numbers may have been down due to the weather but it felt worthwhile  
displaying our cars and hopefully drawing in more people to support Motat. 
 
The highlight of the day was watching the joy on people’s faces as they came across 
the Mustangs and interacting with strangers who gained pleasure from our Mustangs 
being on display.  
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Private Collection 
Whitford Run, 9 September 

Contributed by Dianna Bang 

We were lucky with the weather – dry despite a pretty fresh 
breeze. Meadowlands Car Park just coped with the influx of 
Mustangs and once running instructions had been given we 
were on the road. No traffic lights to break us up. It was 
literally 30 plus mustangs all following in a convoy. A great 
look. 
 
We only had a 15-minute drive at most. As we ventured into 
heartland Whitford and neared our destination we were in 
awe at the magnificence of some of the homes. Very grand. 
Upon arrival at our destination Craig quietly led us up the 
drive that was every bit of 300 metres long surrounded by 
stunning gardens and a massive home. And then our host 
came into view standing beside his magnificent flat deck car 
transporting truck with the man cave in the background. It 
was certainly an impressive opening first view. 
 
This was the private home and collection of Greg Halliday of 
Mainstream fame – a trucking company with over 200 
trucks on the road. Greg was incredibly hospitable and 
spent the full 45 minutes with us providing insight into 
many of his cars including eight that were elsewhere and in 
various states of build. 
 
He invited us to effectively venture anywhere on the  
property including the gardens. We were very privileged. 
Greg had indicated that to date he had only agreed on five 
previous club visits. 
 
In departing many of the team were required to reverse 
their car down the driveway. A nice challenge to end the 
day. Another 8/9 minutes later we were at Pepperjacks   
Restaurant in Pine Harbour and enjoying their fine food. 
You had to be patient - and we were. 60 people descending 
on a small café can be challenging. But we all enjoyed    
ourselves and gained new friendships. That is what the club 
is all about!  
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Imported ‘73 Mustang             
Convertible Rebuild 

Contributed by Steve Phillips 

HISTORY 
 
Back in 1987 when I was 20, I was halfway through my Police Training Course at Porirua, 
but as part of our training, was back in Auckland on “Station Duty” for a month. I    
wanted a bigger car to take back to Wellington so I had wheels down there to come 
and go with.  
I had a Mk2 Cortina at the time so went looking for a bigger car that would get me 
back to Police College. I wasn’t a “Ford” man or car guy at all and even took a Holden 
Statesman for a test drive and a 72 XA Falcon Coupe. I recalled as a kid in the 70’s, my 
father had a 72 Falcon 500 as a company car and I did love riding in that.  
 
I liked the lines of the coupe although it was bright green, buyI bought it for $8500. I 
had taken a friend of a friend mechanic with me but the car ended up being a dog as 
the motor (6 cyl) was poked with a warped head, spat oil out the exhaust and the 
Brakes and clutch went. It also had paint crazing down one side from old accident    
repairs.  

I didn’t have enough money to keep her on the road and sadly sold it at Auction a year 
later for only $4500. Oh to have hindsight as an Aussie coupe is worth a minimum of 
$60k! 
When I turned 50 I had the usual “man-o-pause” yearning which is to either own classic 
car or a Harley! I don’t like motorbikes so a car it shall be! 

I didn’t want to wait until I was 60-65 and retired to get one when I had downsized the 
house etc so decided to just borrow the money now before the dream could get 
shelved by a health issue. 
 
I have a neighbour who has a 69 big block Camaro to thank for turning me into a car 
guy, dragged in as pit crew for his 1100hp beast at Father’s Day drags. I also went with 
him to beach hop for the last 4 years, dragging the wife down to Whangamata to warm 
her up to the idea of having a classic and really being part of the atmosphere and    
parades.   
 
I spoke to lots of people about their cars at the hop and what struck me was the fact 
that a big percentage of classic car people have more than one classic. I’m a boat guy 
at heart but I’m only allowed 1 boat!   
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WHAT TO BUY 
 
My first hop experience talking to a Chev man, I commented on seeing lots of 
Mustangs and his reply was, who would want a “belly button” car. Confused, I 
asked him why they were called that and he said “Because everyone has one!”  The 
riddle was solved when I later joined the club and the answer was obvious 
“Because the majority of people want one!” 
 
My dream classic is an original XC Falcon Cobra coupe, but as I’m on a Govern-
ment Salary (sadly not a politician’s salary) this is way beyond my fiscal reach.  
So second choice is the “big mustang” from which the front of the Aussie Coupe 
was copied. They are much less desirable that the 64-70 ponies and cheaper! (or 
so I thought!) 
I preferred the tail end of the Aussie Coupes to the Fastback or Sports Coupe 
(Grande) Mustang but liked the lines of the convertible, plus being squeezed in 
the back of the neighbours Camaro cruising the main street of Whanga, your   
visibility was restricted and you were disconnected from the atmosphere where a 
convertible puts you and your passengers right amongst it.  
 
I decided to browse Trade me to see if any were listed to get an idea of price.  I’m 
just looking I told wife!  
 
By chance there was a nice looking dark blue 72 convertible for sale for $40k. I 
rang the owner, a young guy in Hamilton, who said he had only owned it for a 
year and would take $35k for it. He had bought it off a deceased estate.  It had 
been imported from the States by a retired gentleman a year or two earlier when 
he was diagnosed with Cancer. He ordered two Mustangs from the States          
unbeknownst to the family, but sadly died before they arrived. The convertible 
cost the family $12k to pass compliance as the floor pans needed replacing plus 
other work. When it was finally complied, the 3 siblings quibbled over who would 
keep the two cars as their dad’s legacy, but to solve the impasse the estate lawyer 
said sell them. 
 
Thinking this car would be in great condition ready to take to Hop March 2018 I 
told the seller my budget was $30k and if his car was mint we could split the    
difference at $32.5.  
 
I needed a Mustang Guru and was referred to Wayne from the club. I contacted 
him and he was happy to assist me and check the car out as I knew nothing about 
them. I casually mentioned to the wife I was just popping down to Hamilton to 
look at a car and she realised I wasn’t joking talking about owning a classic.  
 
We headed down early December 2017.  Wayne had a good look and we both 
couldn’t believe the car had passed compliance. There were bog breakouts on the 
boot corners, sills and guards, a big bog chunk out the door and a hole through 
the boot floor by the bumper support. I made a low offer of $25k as Wayne      
indicated it needed $5-$7k worth of work but the young lad did not want to take a 
loss and he said he had paid $30k for it. So I passed on it.  
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THE IMPORT 
In February I was then referred to a Facebook page AutolinkUSA, a kiwi guy Rob living 
in L.A, who regularly exports cars and motorbikes to NZ. He has a motorbike show 
room in Napier.  
 
He asked me my budget and I told him $30k so he advised to look on the usual sites 
(craigslist, ebay, classiccars.com) for a vehicle up to $15k USD as it usually works out 
at double the price landed in NZ dollars.  He offered to inspect the car if I wanted for 
a fee as well.  
 
I was nervous about importing a car having heard lots of horror stories of dodgy    
repairs in the States not acceptable here and owners dreams being crushed being told 
their car will never get compliance to make it on the road here. 
 
I found my car on Craigslist and by chance it was in LA only 25mins away from Rob. 
Rob inspected the car and took heaps of photos and sent them through. He said it 
was mint and would fly through compliance. (Famous last words) 

The seller was a Norwegian national who had been working on rigs for 30 years. He 
had 20 cars, 11 in the USA and 9 back in Norway. Sadly he contracted bowel cancer 
and as he had been subcontracting to Exon Mobil the last couple of years didn’t     
realise he no longer had medical insurance cover so had to pay his medical expenses 
and sell some of his cars.  
 
He had purchased the car as a do up, 5yrs ago for $9k USD. Spent $12k on a panel 
and paint (new rear quarters, rear floor pan) and a few thousand more on new parts 
for the car including seat upholstery carpet, tail lights rubbers etc)  It was originally 
dark blue with a 302 but at some time in its life a 1974 351W was dropped in it. The 
351w engine was taken out and stored for 4 years as he had plans to drop a big block 
with 700hp in the car. About a year ago he had dropped the 351W into an old Ford 
truck he had.  
 
The car was being offered with either the running 351W & C4 trans or a 460 block and 
C6. The Big Block had been bored to a massive 545cui but not assembled. No heads, 
cam, intake manifold etc,  just the stroker kit.  
 
Knowing my budget was only 30k NZD and the fact that putting a 700hp engine in a 
convertible would require a low volume cert requiring a lot of modifications to       
suspension, braking and chassis stiffening, and the fact that the engine heads alone 
were $2.5k USD the big block would still end up as 10k rebuild, I had to take the run-
ning 351 or blow the budget. The intention was to give the 351W engine a quick tickle 
up (paint job new rocker covers etc) and drop it in to get compliance as soon as I 
could.  

The seller had been offered $9k USD from an American production company who 
were rebuilding a 71-73 vert for a car restoration show but the owner didn’t want the 
car being used for parts.  
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I had Rob from Autolink do the negotiations and he got the car for only $11.5k 
USD so that was only going to be $23k landed and $7k left to replace some     
missing parts. A bargain! Or so I thought! 
 
So the deal was done and the car shipped home loaded with parts old and new. I 
spread them out and noticed a few of the main $$ items were missing like the new 
black roof and associated parts (which I had misread a box in the photos) and a lot 
of the old parts were beyond re-using or missing.  
 
The engine arrived on a tyre on a pallet. The seller had paid a guy to remove it 
from the truck and pallet it up and waterblast it ready for shipping.  

I unbolted the C4 off the engine only to discover water pouring out of the spline 
end. Not a good start. I went to steam clean the engine only to find a spark plug 
missing. Another warning sign. Popped the frost plugs out to a cascade of rusty 
dust and debris. Oh no!  
 
Engine wouldn’t bar over after a soak of CRC. Inlet manifold off. Rust signs were 
on the iron heads intake ports. Obviously the guy water blasting it got water down 
the intake manifold and it seized while sitting waiting for shipping. Now up for a 
gearbox and engine rebuild.  
 
So the gearbox was off to Otahuhu Automatics and the engine off to Ewen at    
Engine Rebuilders Ltd in Penrose.  
 
As the car had been identified at the border as being a repaired vehicle (floor pans 
were obvious) I needed to have a repair certifier inspect the car.  
 
Hearing horror stories of some of the certifiers being very pedantic I was a little 
worried when I discovered the new rear guards had not been fixed to the old inner 
guards properly (not spot welded to the flanges where they meet) and friends 
were telling me the certifier would make me take the grind the new paint off to 
expose the weld seam as the guards were welded on ¾ way up not a complete 
guard. Also one of the drop panels in the boot had a very dodgy repair. Those 
bloody American Cowboys! 
 
I contacted Duncan Morrison from Vehicle Collision Management. He was really 
approachable and pragmatic. He was diligent and pointed out bits and pieces that 
needed addressing and were easily rectifiable to do with the back end of the car, 
however he discovered the front end was a bit more serious.  
 
He pointed out a buckle in my chassis on a crumple zone in the driver’s side    
chassis rail and a ripple in the chassis rail on the other side. He recommended I 
take the car to a panel shop with a chassis rail and said he would make a few 
phone calls to see who could look at it.   
 
I took the front guards and panels off to save some labour and discovered the 
driver’s side guard was mounted around 15mm forward of its original bolting 
points.  
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So upon his recommendation I took the car to LG Panel and Paint a panel shop based 
in Manukau he works with closely. Sadly when Duncan and Lex the owner inspected 
the car further when it was on the hoist, they discovered the chassis rail was cracked 
right through.  

Without knowing what parts were available Lex suggested I source a replacement 
chassis rail or a donor front half of a car. Finding a 45yr old donor car with mint front 
end was unlikely.  
 
The chassis rails were available but came in two halves requiring welding but I also 
discovered there were also whole chassis rail, apron shock tower assemblies available 
for $640 USD each side. The two cross members were only $200 USD and $100 USD 
respectively so it made sense to buy the lot landed for just over $2k NZD rather than 
the labour to drill out the welds on the old aprons and shock tower only to have to   
re-weld them again to new chassis rails.    
 
Some of you may have seen the progress on the AMOC Facebook page. The car was 
with LG panel and paint for around 3-4 weeks. Lex’s panel worker is a   perfectionist 
and although my job did his head in, I have got the car back all with the shiny new 
front end all straight and square.  
 
The job ended up costing a little bit more than my $4k labour estimation due to the 
fact Lex had not realised I wasn’t painting the engine bay and I kept turning up with 
little bits and pieces to be painted like the bonnet strip, the new sport wing mirrors 
and the metal trims that go over the door cards and have the inner window seal.  
 
Once back at my friends factory, on my mid-week days off I have chipped away at the 
huge to do list.  
 
The engine is back in however the two day job to remove the dash and wiring and 
plumbing will take a lot longer as I try and work out how it all goes back together.  
 
I will keep posting updates on the club Facebook page.  
 
Fingers crossed I can have her ready for Beach Hop 2019!  
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Buckled chassis rail and crack Car before restoration 6 years ago in USA 

Car in USA loaded with parts Engine after rebuild 

Engine before rebuild Front end off 
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New front finished 

New front panels and 
crossmembers 

New Shock tower apron chassis 
rail assemblies 
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Nothing quite beats a short work week, especially when flying home from          
Wellington on a Wednesday evening in anticipation of a quick pack and early start 
the following morning for a nice long drive. Despite weather predictions to the 
contrary, Thursday morning dawned bleak, cold and with passing showers          
producing just enough road filth to render my earlier car cleaning efforts useless. 
 
First stop was the Caltex Bombay where we assembled and left as a small, yet     
perfectly formed convoy of 4 cars. Led by Ian and Jackie, and in my mirror Graham, 
Ali and Jeff, Elaine, we set off south for sunny Napier, stopping only the once, in 
Putaruru for a spot of brunch. After a leisurely run down, not only did the weather 
improved, but we safely arrived at the Te Pania hotel in the mid afternoon.         
Following check in, some quick car washing and then it was off for a drink and   
dinner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday was organisation day with many cleaning their cars in preparation for the 
show and driving them across to Taradale to be securely stored in the event centre 
for the following day’s big event. With it being a public holiday in Napier, it left   
little to do than enjoy the gorgeous weather, browse the few shops that bucked the 
trend and decided to open and of course eat and drink. With registrations         
complete, next stop was the official welcome drinks and get together. It was         
fabulous catching up with a number of diehard AMOC members who are now    
residing in the Bay of Plenty and sporting the black and yellow colours of the Bay. 
 
Saturday, dawned to yet another gorgeous sunny day. The time had come to see 
how the AMOC cars would hold up in the eyes of the judges, and as it turned out 
for Barry McCrystal to work out how he was going to get the keys out of the boot 
of his car having locked them in. 
 

39
th 

Annual Mustang Convention 
Napier, 19 - 21 October 

Contributed by Mike Powell 
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With 46 Auckland cars in attendance, AMOC cleaned up winning 9 first 
place in class awards. 
 
Congratulations to the following members who picked up awards: 

 
With the show over it was once again time to hit the bars and restaurants. 
 
Unfortunately I was unable to attend the run on the Sunday, Prizegiving and 
30’s theme dinner on account of my needing to head back to Auckland to 
collect my family who were returning from a week and a half away in          
Singapore. A big thank you to Murray & Elizabeth Urqhart for capturing the 
night and for providing me with the photos.  
 
So that was the 39

th
 convention. Hats off to Manawatu for putting together a 

simply awesome event.  
 
So roll on next year’s convention in the Waikato. 

Award Winners Position 

1964-1966 Hardtop  Ian & Jackie Waters  1
st
 Place 

1964-1966 Fastback  Wayne Marmont  1
st
 Place 

1964-1968  Convertible  Ron & Irene Macrae  2
nd

 Place 

1967-1968 Hardtop  Craig & Julia Leece  1
st
 Place 

1967-1968 Fastback  Ken & Trish Smith  1
st
 Place 

1969-1970 Fastback  Steve & Karen Morris  3
rd

 Place 

1969-2004 Convertible  John & Frances Reid  1
st
 Place 

1969-2004 Convertible  Barry McCrystal  2
nd

 Place 

1974 – 2004 Hardtop & Fastback  Jeff & Elaine Tobin  1
st
 Place 

2005-2009 Fastback  Neville & Emma Barton  1st Place 

2005-2009 Fastback  Ken & Melisa Sinclair  3
rd

 Place 

2005- Present Shelby  Dean & Cheryl Hodgson  1
st
 Place 

2015 – Present Fastback  Craig Borland & Dianna Bang  1
st
 Place 

2015 – Present Fastback  Peter & Svetlana Breed  3
rd

 Place 
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Nice Shirts! 
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New Members’ Corner 

Wendy Page 2016 GT Convertible 

Roger Earwaker 2018 GT 

Mark Morunga 2010 GT 

Phillip Hare 2017 GT 

Keith Moran 2019 Mustang Bullitt 

Greg Clough 2016 GT 

Paul Schollum 2011 Convertible 

Stephen Markham 2018 Mustang Bullitt 

 
We welcome the following new members who have joined  
AMOC in September and October: 
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2008 Roush P-51A Mustang 

Recently purchased by Peter and Deborah Corby 

My interest in cars goes back over 40 years when I was fortunate enough to 
be able to purchase a limited edition Mini Clubman GT in 1973. This car won 
the 1972 Heatway Rally driven by Andrew Cowan with co-driver Jim Scott, 
only 1200 of these cars were built in Australia and 198 sold in New Zealand 
in 1973 with a New Zealand selling price of $3790. During my ownership of 
the car I had the motor balanced and head ported by John Dale of Auto 
Speed on the Northshore, with carburettor and distributor upgrades by Pe-
ter Levett. This was an extremely quick and fun car to drive and a lot of en-
joyment was had with the car in my time as a member of the Auckland Uni-
versity Car Club. 
 
I have had an interest in Mustangs for many years, and when my Brother in 

law bought one of the first right hook variants when they were released in 

2015, this sparked my desire to search for a car of my own.  My initial search 

was for a Shelby, however when I saw this 2008 Roush P-51A advertised for 

sale, I looked further into the history of this car and found that the car had a 

very special an interesting story behind the build. 
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Jack Roush, the motorsport legend, NASCAR team owner, and aviation   
enthusiast, has had a passion for planes from a very young age and he 
owns and flies himself the World War 11 P-51 fighter planes. In 2008 he 
commissioned the build of the first commemorative Roush Mustang to be 
badged with the P-51A moniker. Limited to 151 built, this car wears badges 
in the red-and–yellow checkered colours of the 357th Fighter Group, the 
most successful in air to air combat of any P-51 group in the Eighth Air 
Force during the Second World War. 
 
Built in the Roush Livonia facility, this mustang was completely striped 
down and was the first time that internal engine components were         
upgraded by Roush technicians, this was determined necessary to cope 
with the 510 horsepower and 510 lb.-ft torque that the engine produces, 
deemed to be the highest horsepower Mustang that Roush produced at 
the time of its release. Upgraded suspension and exhaust along with many 
cosmetic changes to reflect the history of the P-51 fighter plane were     
incorporated into the design of this Mustang. 
 
The history of this car and the limited build was what attracted me to     

purchase this Mustang being #39 of 151. Sold to Robert Green of         

Martinsville Indiana, in June of 2008 as the first owner, and then six years 

later in July of 2014 it was imported into New Zealand by Wayne Donnelly 

with just 467 miles on the clock. In August 2018 I purchased the car from 

Wayne with only 11800 miles travelled.  

…. Continue next page…. 
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Below see the specifications of the vehicle as it came out of the Roush 
facility in Livonia, Michigan. 
 
 Roushcharged P-51 4.6L powertrain system. Additional              

components include TVS Technology Roushcharger, intake       
manifolds, intercooler & radiator, cold air induction system, carbon 
fibre cold air tube, forged aluminium pistons, forged steel H-Beam 
connecting rods, forged steel crankshaft, unique high flow fuel   
injectors (~52lb/hr), unique fuelled rail, Dual 60mm       
electronic throttle body, upgraded clutch, and ROUSH    
calibrated ECM – produces 510hp/510lb-ft torque 

 Roush 4 piece Aero Body kit front fascia, front chin    
spoiler, hood scoop, and rear wing  

 Quarter window louvers  
 Black bar high flow front grill  
 Lower valance fog lamps  
 Roush P-51A hood striping 
 Roush front windscreen banner and Roushcharged hood scoop 

decals 
 Roush P-51A fender badges 
 Roush P-51A rear deck lid badge 
 Radiator cooling shields 
 Roush 18-inch forged chrome wheel & ultra-high performance 

tires 
 Locking wheel nuts 
 Big brake kit consists of 14-inch two-piece slotted front rotors,   

factory size slotted rear rotors, four-piston red front calipers and 
red painted factory rear calipers 

 Roush suspension system front struts, rear shocks, front and rear 
springs, front sway bar and rear sway bar, and pinion snubbers 

 Roush wheel hop reduction kit 
 Short throw shifter w/chrome shifter arm and black knob 
 Roush P-51A sports leather seating with suede inserts 
 Roush pedals w/dead pedal CNC billet aluminium 
 Roush white face gauges 
 Roush P-51A embroidered floor mats 
 Roush P-51A serialized badge and P-51A signature badge 
 Roush billet under hood caps (radiator, oil, and strut towel caps) 
 Roush door sill plates 
 Interior dash trim kit carbon fibre 
 Trunk mounted tool kit 
 Roush exhaust 
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Keith & Kirsty Moran 
Family Summary: 
UK born with NZ wife 
4 children (24, 22, 19 and 14) 
One in NZ with the others in the UK 
(the older 3) 
 
Occupation: 
Keith: Airline captain 
Kirsty: Nurse 
 
Describe your Mustang: 
My 2019 Mustang Bullitt in Highland 
Green. As it came out of the factory. No 
intention to modify.  
 
What are your other interests/
hobbies: 
Aircraft, cycling, running, swimming 
and the great outdoors. Rowing soon 
to be as we follow our 14-year old on 
his adventure in the sport. 

What got you interested in          
Mustangs: 
Always been interested in Australian 
Muscle cars over the years. Owned a 
few Falcons / Fairlane (XW, XA & ZG) 
plus a HK Monaro in my youth.    
Mustangs as a Ford fan were on my 
radar too. I’m a V8 man. Always have 
been and always will be.  
 
What is your choice in car cleaning 
products: 
The wife 
 
If your garage was on fire, what 
two things would you save & why: 
The wife if she was in it. Life would be 
boring without her (plus I’d never 
hear the end of it if she survived! The 
Mustang! 

What are your bragging rights: 
Been supersonic a few times. M17 is 
the best! A few wars: Kosovo,             
Afganistan, Iraq. Driving Trister tankers. 
Flown over the Queen at 1500 feet a 
couple of times in formation with Red 
Arrows and Concorde among others, 
Queens birthday flypasts (London). 
 
What is your dream Mustang: 
The one I own: Bullitt 2019. I’ll leave the 
rest to the true enthusiasts. Quite     
content to admire and learn from     
people with passion. 
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Hello Arthur, 
how much 

there for me 
mot’a? 

Insuring Your Mustang?  
 

Curious to know what your Mustang might be worth for        
insurance purposes? 

 
Contact either Ken, Wayne or Ross for valuation guidance for 

your vehicle.  
 

Wayne - tirediron@hotmail.com 
 

Ken - ken@carcolors.co.nz 
 

Ross - ross_walker@xtra.co.nz 





September – October 2017

Convention 2017, Hamilton Classic Car 
Museum and Father’s Day at MOTAT
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