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Bovines and Blooms, Concours  
update, Gold Card runs  & more ...

A word from the President...
Greetings everyone

Wow, what a dramatic few weeks with the advent of 
COVID 19.  Cancellations, postponements, isolations 
and lockdowns throughout every facet of life.  The 
scary part is we really don’t fully understand what the 
impact might mean to our lives in the future and the 
uncertainties that may impact on business.  As per 
my communication on the 18/03/2020 and the later 
one on the 20/03 to all members, as a club we are not 
excluded and the impact on our events is minor in 
comparison to the big picture.  It was disappointing 
to have to postpone our annual car show as a lot of 
time had been invested in this event and we had three 
new “special interest” cars that we were unveiling 
on the day.  Any unveiling of a new car is always a 
special occasion but to have three was going to be 
something very special.  All going well we are looking 
to September for our revised date.

Summer 2020 has been hot & dry which has been 
a great contributor to the raft of summer events for 
all members to participate in. The meticulous planning 
and implementation from our events team (Dianna 
and Craig) has ensured that we have had a magic 
period enjoying our Mustangs in the company of fellow 

members from our fantastic club.  One new member 
commented to me that he cannot believe how active 
our club is with so many events to participate in – so 
true.  If you haven’t been able to participate there are 
several reports and photos in this edition.  Enjoy.

What an amazing result we had at Concours in 
February with a win in the Teams Event and in the 
prestigious Master’s Class.  A huge vote of thanks 
goes out to the owners of the Teams cars, Mark 
Pritchard and Chris Dwen and the Master’s Class 
winner Paul Hilderbrand.  To those who assisted 
these guys in the preparation and presentation, a 
big thank you also.  Check out the April edition of NZ 
Classic Car magazine for that amazing front cover 
shot and the individual articles on all three cars. 

In terms of member count we are currently sitting 
at 338 members which is a result of an influx of new 
members in the new year.  There is a good mix of both 
older cars and the new ones.  A big welcome to you all 
and I look forward to catching up at some point.  April 
1st is annual fees time and by the time you read this 
note an invoice will have been sent out to all members, 
remember you do have until 30th June 2020 to pay.

On another serious matter, in my previous 
report I mentioned the real need we have to entice 



members to put their names forward for the various 
committee positions that will be open at the AGM 
in July.  As a club we simply cannot keep running the 
same people into the ground who are so generous 
with their time in being key part in the management 
of your club.  There are lots of members amongst you 
all who have the skills to contribute and I would like 
to think that there are some of you out there who 
will put your names forward.  Yes, we have several 
current committee members standing down this 
year, so the opportunities are there to enjoy what 
is a very rewarding experience.  Longer term we are 
going to need a new President and Vice President, 
so the time is right to put your hand up now and 
participate.   I would be delighted to be voted out.

From a personal point of view, Trish & I were 

heading off overseas (well, to the South Island) for 
6/7 weeks exploring the Central Otago trail rides 
and then back up to the Nelson area for more of the 
same.  We got as far as Taupo where we stayed a 
couple of nights before returning home just before 
the lock down.  With 10 acres to manage we now 
have lots of time to do all those tasks that I have 
up on my whiteboard with no outside pressures to 
have them done in a certain time frame.

To wrap this up, please give serious thought to 
our need for volunteers for the committee and 
please be very careful out there and keep safe.  Keep 
an eye on Friendly Manager for any updates on the 
club’s position going forward.

Regards, Ken

Hello to everyone, and welcome to our new club 
members. 

I haven’t had a great start to the new year, in 
January, our gorgeous 17 month old Ocicat, Zena, was 
found dead on one of our  neighbours front lawns, 
a possible hit and run is suspected, even though we 
live on a quiet street. Very, very upsetting and we 
are all missing her so much, including Zeppelin, the 
dog, as they were best mates. 

This photo below of Zena was taken just before 
we headed to Te Korma, Coromandel to the beach 
house, she loved it there and preferred to be buckled 
in beside her best mate then being in her carry cage. 

I have been suffered with ganglion cysts and torn 
ligaments in both wrists for a year, so in January 
I had them both aspirated. Just as my right wrist 
was feeling good enough to use again, I had an 
unfortunate accident by mistaking a step and landed 
on my left wrist, I instantly knew that I had broken it. 
I found that I had a severe radius fracture, and over 
the course of almost four weeks, I had two fracture 
reductions to set it in the cast and then surgery. The 
operation took two hours and I now have a plate and 
screws in my wrist. As this surgery was almost four 

weeks after the accident, the surgeon had to cut the 
bone to align it. I had to spend two nights in hospital 
because the swelling was causing so much pain and 
the morphine was making me feel nauseous and itchy 
all over, with a small rash. Finally, the right pain killers 
were prescribed, and a new cast was made. 

I am now thankfully out of the heavy, hot cast 
which I had to wear for six weeks, I am now on the 
road to recovery although my hand is still swollen 
and I have been advised that a fracture of this kind 
and the surgery that had to be done will take up to 
16 months to get full, or almost full function back.

Thank you to Cheryl Smith, Ken’s daughter in 
law for stepping up and dedicating her precious 
time to help towards putting together the interim 
magazines including this one, well done. Also, I wish 
to extend my thanks to Daphne for contacting our 
wonderful sponsors for me when I couldn’t.

As we are unsure how long we will be in this 
lockdown, I have kept some articles aside to put in 
our next edition of the magazine and am not sure 
if the next issue will be delivered to you via friendly 
manager or as a printed copy. If you have any funny 
or interesting stories to tell during this lockdown, 
please email them to me, with photos for our next 
edition of Pony Express magazine May/June for 
beginning July distribution. Please email them to 
auckland.mustang.co.nz  attention Wendy.

Please be safe and keep in touch with one another 
during these difficult times during lockdown. 

Wendy
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Editors Report



Our final gold card run for the year took us to a 
shed in the Coatesville area. This run was a record 
breaker for attendance with twenty one cars 
turning up at Hootons Reserve for our run north. 
Our host Ross’s property consisted of meticulously 
maintained grounds, a beautiful looking house on 
the hill and an easy fit ten car shed. After giving us 
a rundown on his vehicles, two of which were off 
site for repairs, Ross left us to wander and admire. 
On site were two coupes a 32 and a 34, two 1957 
Chevies, a two door and a four door, both pillarless, 

a 1940 Ford pickup, the only red Aston Martin, and 
a six litre v8 Lambourghini SUV. Tucked away at 
the end of the shed was a very nice 8 or 9 metre 
alloy trailer fizz boat. A great collection and a very 
welcoming host. Part two of the day was lunch 
at Ken and Trish Smiths place. Again a fantastic 
property and a shed visit in itself. A great way to 
finish the year and once again a BIG thank you to 
Ashley who keeps finding these places and to our 
hosts Ken and Trish for opening up their home and 
putting on a great lunch for us. 

Gold Card Run – December 2019
Article – John Lipanovich
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Ken Smith
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Mike Taylor
SECRETARY
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Graeme Townley
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Darryl-Anne Lynn Ashley Sim

John Lynn Grant Perry

David Aucamp

LIFE MEMBERS
Ross Walker (Founding Member) Sam Shackleton (Deceased)

Neville Barton (Historian) Wayne Lack

Ken Smith Shaun Jackson

Mike Adams Craig Borland & Dianna Bang

Ian Waters

AMOC Committee and Life Members
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Sunday dawned bright and sunny for what was going 
to be a fabulous day for Mustang at Ellerslie.  AMOC 
had entered only one team in the Teams Event this year 
consisting of two superbly presented 1969 Acapulco 
Blue Sportsroof’s, belonging to Mark Pritchard and 
Chris Dwen.  These two cars looked fantastic in the 
ring, one behind each other. The other Mustang in the 
line-up and competing in the prestigious Masters Class 
was the 1969 BOSS 302 in Calypso Orange belonging 
to Paul Hilderbrand. The BOSS was superbly prepared 
and presented by Steve Sankey from C.A.R.S.

Mark’s ‘69 Sportsroof has been the subject of a 30 
year restoration and the attention to detail by Mark 
can only be described as fantastic.  Mark received a 
tremendous amount of help from his friend and AMOC 
member Wayne Carter, a true expert in all things 
associated with 1969 Mustangs. The ’69 Sportsroof of 
Chris Dwen is a previously owned, restored car of Wayne 
Carter and Chris and his brother spent a huge number 
of hours preparing the car for this competition. Mark’s 
individual points scored was 536 and Chris with 530 

points.  Thanks guys and congratulations.  Incidentally 
it was great to see Chris and his wife cruising and 
enjoying their car at Americarna this year.

The BOSS 302 of Paul’s has been the result of a total 
restoration by Steve and his team at C.A.R.S in Pukekohe 
and being presented in Calypso Orange this car just 
popped big time in the ring.  This car is a testament to 
the quality of work that comes out of their workshop. 
Going by the large smile on his face I know Paul was 
absolutely delighted with the result.  Very special.

In terms of our display we managed a 7th place 
against some serious efforts made by other clubs.  
Thank you to Wayne Lack for all his time in managing 
our involvement in this Concours event.  This has 
been generously given by Wayne now for many years.

Once again, another fantastic result for Auckland 
Mustang Owners Club which of course means that 
we have the honour of managing this event in 2021 
which will be the 50th anniversary of arguably the 
most prestigious car event in NZ. 

Thank you to all those involved.

Concours de Elegance 2020
Article – Ken Smith
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s Greg Jordan 1966 Convertible
Grant & Cushla Snelling 1965 Convertible
Roana Carran & Lance Shelley 2019 GT Fastback RTR
Graeme Banks 1994 V6 Convertible
Don & Deborah Bloodworth 1967 Convertible
Wayne & Janine Wilson 1970 Fastback 302 Boss
Rita & Shaun Eastell 1967 GTA Convertible



Hi everyone,

As we all know, we are living in interesting, changing and challenging times. First and foremost, I’m hoping that you 
and your families are coping as best you can with the new demands and restrictions, and I’m sure that collectively 
we are all pinning our hopes on some form of recovery to at least some normality, sooner rather than later.

Perhaps not unexpectedly, our Convention plans are also facing challenges.
On Tuesday I was advised that due to the C-virus shutdown, the opening date of the brand new Te Pae Convention 

centre will be delayed until the first quarter of 2021. Essentially the construction schedule has been hit by the shutdown 
itself (4 weeks or longer?), then an extended effect due to the time required to ramp up after the restart, plus the fact that 
they are then running into the Xmas holiday period.

The Te Pae management group that we have been working with are deeply disappointed for the Mustang 
Convention, and all of the attendees. They spoke of how importantly they viewed the Convention as one of their 
“launch” events, and acknowledged the enthusiastic and positive approach we have taken throughout all the 
planning. Whilst they have offered maximum support and effort on their part to reschedule the Convention to 
early next year, I indicated that that is not a realistic option for us. Right now Te Pae management are in discussion 
with other parties to try and secure alternative venues for us for the Saturday Grand Mustang Show and the 
Sunday evening Gala Awards Dinner. Early indications yesterday are positive. I’m expecting further details and 
feedback on these possible options in the next week or so, and we’ll provide updates as available.

It’s important for all of us to note this situation has been triggered by the c-virus, and the imposition of the 
national lock down. From all of the communications with Te Pae senior management right up until late last week, 
and the openness with which they have taken us into their confidence, we know that prior to the lock down Te Pae 
was on schedule for an October opening. Monday’s announcements changed all that.

Concurrently we are communicating with our CMOC members, the other Mustang Clubs, and our sponsors.
The important point to emphasise is that as a Convention planning group we continue to be positive regarding 

our intentions to run a great 2020 Convention, especially given encouraging indications regarding suitable 
alternative venues. Our challenge now is to update our planning as best we can in these uncertain times, and then 
wait for a timely recovery of the domestic situation (especially the lifting of lockdown restrictions, the opening up 
of internal travel and gatherings) post the present lockdown.

Notwithstanding our positivity, we also acknowledge that we are now in different times, and that for some of 
you your personal plans may have changed, or may be likely to change. If you need to, please email our Secretary 
Ann Baird (cmocinc@gmail.com) to advise any change to your pre-registration (deposits are fully refundable).

In the meantime, we remain upbeat. Yes, we’ll need some good fortune, and we’ll need to finalise a lot of planning 
and details in the compressed period from June (approx.) to September . But we’ve invested so much productive 
time to date, we’ve got great sponsors on board, and above all we have over 140 pre-registrations!  As NZ comes 
out of the c-virus shutdown, we’re sure that we’ll all be looking for the fun and friendship of a great Mustang 
Convention. It will be just what we all need!

Cheers for now
Best wishes, and take care of yourselves and each other.

Garry Jackson
President
Canterbury Mustang Owners Club
0274855335 or garryj032@xtra.co.nz
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Update on the National Mustang 
Convention 2020



THE BIGTHE BIG
GREEN SUCKERGREEN SUCKER
LUXURIOUS DRYING TOWELLUXURIOUS DRYING TOWEL
SUPER ABSORBENT • WON’T SCRATCH • EASY TO USESUPER ABSORBENT • WON’T SCRATCH • EASY TO USE

BOWDEN'S OWN PREMIUM CAR CARE PRODUCTS  •  AUCKLAND, NZ.
P: 09 274 9376  M: 027 2949 030

AVAILABLE FROM...

18 Arrenway Drive, Albany, Auckland 
P: 09 443 1960
E: sales@carcolors.co.nz
W: www.carcolors.co.nz

220 Station Road, Penrose, Auckland 
P: 09 579 3710
E: parts@qualitat.co.nz
W: www.qualitat.co.nz

EASY - Your car is to be enjoyed
Cleaning and shining should be easy without sacrificing outstanding results.

No white residue on rubber/plastic. No hours and hours of buffing.

PROTECTION - from our harsh UV & Coastal environment.
Enhance and protect interior and exterior.

No solvents – stripes won’t peel, paint won’t deteriorate.

SHINE - Products are formulated because we LOVE cars.
Old or new, good or average quality paint, Bowden’s Own will bring out the best.

Enhances the life of coatings (ceramic etc). Antistatic properties repel dirt.

BOWDEN'S OWN
PREFERRED DETAILER

P: 021 187 3481
E: shaysautovalet@gmail.com
DISCOUNT TO AMOC MEMBERS

$48.50
each

 

 

03 3813 289 
0800 MUSTANG 

0800   68 78 264 

QUALITY PARTS 
AND SERVICING  

including an extensive range of  
parts for late model Mustangs 

 
30 Kingsley Street 

Christchurch 
 

email: sales@mustangcentre.co.nz 

WWW.MUSTANGCENTRE.CO.NZ 



The event organisation went very well. The sun 
was shining with 22 club mustangs turning out on 
the day. The run down the runway went very well 
with some of the newer cars going over the 200km/
hr barrier. The aeroplane displays in Hanger 1 were 
amazing. As was the small display from Rocket Lab.

The police helicopter arrived and were very 
generous with their time spent talking to the 
public. The aeroplane flyovers went most of the day 

and ranged from the sedate DC3 to the specially 
designed acrobatic planes and the fighter jets. The 
day ended with a mock aerial fight involving several 
planes, with simulated gun fire from the pyrotechnic 
display.

All in all a great day out. As a club we are indebted 
to the organisers for their generous approach in 
the invitation to us. Both the driver and passenger 
gained free entry. Roll on 2021!

Warbirds (Ardmore)  
Sunday 15 March 2020
Article – Glenn Metcalf. Photographs – Ross MacKenzie.
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Sunday 1st March was a stunning day with barely 
a cloud in the sky and for a nice change no wind! 
In excess of 30 cars met at the Mega carpark in 
Westgate (or North West for the pinickity), all 
gleaming and looking in show condition. The initial 
meet is always a nice bubbly time of catching up with 
people we’ve not seen for a while and after a quick 
briefing from Craig we were on our way. The agenda 
of the day was to convoy out to Waimauku to Tony 
and Di Powell’s to view their beautiful property and 
get some understanding of beef farming, then move 
on to Dave and Kay Shirley’s property to learn more 
about the growing of prize winning Dahlia.

After a short travel to Waimauku we turned into 
a long, thankfully sealed driveway up to Willow 
Gully -Tony and Di’s. Parking was in a well dried 
paddock…..no recent cow pats for our precious cars. 
Considering the summer draught in the Auckland 
region it was impressive how well the property was 
looking. Beautiful large trees almost creating a green 
tunnel as we entered the property past the house.

It would be fair to say Tony is a great speaker, 
always with in depth relevant information. Todays’ 
subject was his passion, so the information came 
with ease and pride as he explained so many facets 
of beef farming and in particular,  Murray Grey cattle. 

Bovine Beasts and Bold Blooms
Sunday 1 March 2020
Article – Alison Maber
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It was fascinating to learn the finer details involved 
in this industry. We learnt that calves of a larger 
birth weight were not as desirable as the leaner calf, 
aspects of modern day technology such as ultra 
sound scanning for the size and marble factor of 
the eye fillets on each beast and about the breeding 
planning involved in selecting which bull was best 
suited to each cow. We had a lovely walk around 
amongst the animals which all seemed placid and 
not bothered with our presence. 

A quick loo stop for those in need and we saddled 
up our Ponies and moved onto our next destination. 
A fairly simply route for those paying attention. I 
missed the turn made into Peak Road which was no 
bother as we were following the pack.*

Another fabulous big paddock for parking. Dave 
had kindly mowed the paddock for our parking 
convenience. Out came the chilly bins and chairs and 
over to the gorgeous orchard garden which Dave 
and Kay had set up with additional shade, tables, 
chairs, table cloths and even vases of flowers. The 
place looked spectacular with colour and gave us a 
lovely festive feel for our picnic lunches. 

After satisfying our tummies we all moved freely 
around the stunning display gardens of prize winning 
Dahlia. Dave’s Mum was an avid Dahlia grower and 
had got Kay hooked on the hobby. With Mum now 
passed Kay has taken up the baton for the family 

being active in the Dahlia Society and with full 
support from Dave on the garden front and traveling 
to the competitions. Dave told us of the Bryn Terfel 
bloom, a New Zealand bred Dahlia, which had been 
smuggled into the States inside cassette tapes. This 
breed has won them several prizes in competitions 
around the country. The huge pink bloom was a 
stunner and I have never seen anything like the size 
of these flowers. Michelle demonstrates the blooms 
are bigger than a human head as she leans forward 
over the apricot coloured bloom. This particular 
bloom is bred from the large pink Bryn Terfel.

As if the effort put into the lovely surrounds 
was not enough, our hostess had also done some 
home baking. Two of my favourites. Homemade 
shortbread to die for and lamingtons with fresh 
cream. Truly a lovely end to a lovely day.

* I managed to instruct Graham to turn left out of 
the driveway on departure. I thought it was a lovely 
scenic long way home to Greenhithe via Helensville, 
Waitoki. Graham seemed slightly less impressed 
with the navigational skills.



September – October 2017

Convention 2017, Hamilton Classic Car 
Museum and Father’s Day at MOTAT
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Event calendar
In light of Covid-19, all 
events will commence 
once again when the 
government allows us 
to kick back into gear! 

In the meantime, 
here’s an idea of what 
you can do with your 
mustang while in 
lockdown!! 



34 
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February Run was a little later than usual as our host 
Steve was attending Americarna. 

16 cars left BP Service Centre Silverdale and 
took the scenic route via Orewa, Hatfields Beach 
and Waiwera to continue on to Warkworth. Several 
more cars waited and joined the convey just south 
of Warkworth. 

Steve Sharp operates an automotive panel and 
paint shop in Warkworth with a lot of his work 
around restoration of classic vehicles. He also has 
an amazing personal collection of classics in the 
basement of his work premises. 

After a chat with Steve and a good look at the 
classics we followed Steve to his private home 
where, yes, He has a further brilliant collection - but 
wait - there’s more. Next time we will have to head 
further north to Wellsford where Steve has more in 
a large shed. 

It never ceases to amaze at the number of private 
collections in existence and Steve’s would be up 

there with the best. He is a guy that has purchased 
over many years and retained them, some still to be 
restored.

The obligatory after match lunch was an 
opportunity to catch up with fellow members. Our 
appreciation to Steve for giving his time and the 
opportunity to view his collection.

Gold Card Run 
Wednesday 26 February 2020
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All the ingredients were there…. Good weather, good 
company and good planning too.

We set off from Bombay on Friday 13th in a convoy 
of 12 cars and 38 people in a variety of old and new 
Mustangs. A couple of us had the top down from the 
word go although it was a little fresh to begin with. 
First stop was lunch in Tairua along with some retail 
therapy for some. (me!) Lots of nice places to eat, 
choosing one was the hard part.

Ian and I had a swim in the sea which surprisingly 
wasn’t too cold. I was a bit dubious to begin with as 
we were the only swimmers on the whole of Buffalo 
Beach! Followed by a dip in the motel pool which 
was warmer and beautifully clean.

The planning and organising of the weekend 
by Dianna and Craig really was spectacular and in 
particular the dinner on the Friday night at Ferry 
Landing, which involved a 6-minute trip on the 
ferry from Whitianga wharf.  A lot of us hadn’t tried 
much in the way of Mexican food before but I think 
everyone tried something new and thoroughly 
enjoyed the food and atmosphere in the courtyard 
outside. Personally, I found the Salt and Pepper 
Squid was really tasty and beautifully tender!

 Saturday morning dawned bright and sunny 
after some heavy overnight rain. We took a trip to 
the craft market in the centre of town which offered 
some unusual crafts and even a healing stall. Back 
to motel for the departure of the group for lunch at 
Matarangi. Beautiful beaches of fine white sand. We 
had all packed our own picnics and parked under 

some trees for shade. Of course, a paddle in the sea 
leads to wet trousers but only up to the knees!

Back at the hotel for some free time (including 
a nana nap). Dianna and Craig had thoughtfully 
purchased the makings of a shared dinner for us all.  
A little preparation then we all had a lovely meal 
together.  Many stories shared over a few drinks and 
new friends made too.

Sunday morning, we went for a walk into town 
and around the wharf area then we sedately cruised 
back home. So relaxing to be away from the hustle 
and bustle of Auckland and the constant barrage 
of news about the Corona virus.  Huge thanks to 
Dianna and Craig for their planning and guidance, 
another really memorable trip. 

Wonderful Whitianga Weekend 
(www for short!) 13-15 March 2020
Article and photos – Jackie Waters
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